IRotmanton 


XHtban  2)i6tinct  Council. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NORMANTON 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  remit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
for  the  year  1918. 


May,  1919. 

the  healtli  and  sanitation  of  Normanton 


1918,  the  last  year  of  the  Great  War,  will  be  specially  remembered  as  being  the 
occasion  of  two  of  the  most  fatal  and  devastating  epidemics  of  so-called  Influenza  that  Nor¬ 
manton  has  ever  suffered.  The  first  cases  occurred  in  June — July,  and  were  characterised  by 
severe  prostration,  followed  by  a  patchy  Broncho-pneumonia  leading  on  to  heart  failupe.  It 
seemed  as  if  the  virus  stunned  the  patient  and  paralysed  the  vital  forces  from  the  start. 
Many  had  nose-bleeding  and  some  blood-spitting.  It  became  very  evident  we  had  to  deal  with 
an  epidemic  the  causative  germ  of  which  was  of  a  much  more  virulent  nature  than  ever  we 
had  had  before.  Convalescence  too  was  very  protracted,  and  weeks  elapsed  before  a  return  to 
work  was  possible.  6  deaths  occurred  in  July,  the  respective  ages  being  32  (years),  30,  18,  ii, 
6,  II  months.  'I'he  old  practically  escaped  infection,  but  those  who  did  get  it  seemed  to  resist 
the  attack  quite  successfully.  After  a  few  weeks  the  invasion  subsided,  and  the  doctors  began 
to  breathe  again.  But  the  immunity  did  not  last  long,  as  in  November  and  December  the 
epidemic  returned  with  ten-fold  fury,  and  the  medical  services  of  the  town  (already  reduced  by 
two  having  answered  their  country’s  call)  were  quite  inadequate  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the 
enormous  deluge  of  cases  requiring  attention.  Fresh  calls  were  pouring  in  to  the  doctors’ 
surgeries  every  few  minutes,  and  one  had  to  concentrate  on  the  worst  cases.  No  less  than 
37  died  during  the  month  of  October,  ranging  from  the  age  of  34.  years  (the  highest)  to  4 

months.  21  were  over  the  age  of  10  years.  'I'he  victims  did  not  appear  to  be  the  least 

robust  of  the  community  :  the  middle-aged  and  old  again  were  immune,  and  the  Pneumonia 
that  usually  caused  death  was  quite  different  in  its  clinical  features  to  its  usual  form.  In 
fact  the  patients  seemed  to  die  from  a  bloodpoisoning  due  to  the  toxines  produced  by  the 
action  of  germs  on  the  tissues.  In  November,  7  died  aged  respectively  26,  17,  6,  5,  4,  20 
months,  13  months.  'I'he  last  death  happened  on  November  16.  'The  schools  and  cinemas 
were  closed,  but  the  schools  with  their  separate  desks  and  appreciable  space  between  pupils 
do  not  appear  to  incite  infection  as  do  persons  packed  together  in  cinemas,  tram-cars,  or 

railway  trains.  In  all  probability  the  congested  state  of  transport  generally  has  had  a  good 

deal  to  do  with  the  appalling  number  of  cases.  In  such  conditions  one  infective  person 
sneezing  or  coughing  might  easily  infect  a  dozen  or  so  susceptible  individuals.  As  a  prevent¬ 
ative  it  seems  best  to  avoid  crowded  and  stuffy  enclosed  places,  and  if  compelled  to  be  there 
to  wear  cotton  wool  lightly  in  each  nostiil,  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  mouth  closed. 
Warm  clothing  is  desirable,  as  also  are  well  ventilated  rooms.  Bed  at  once  is  the  remedy. 
Expectoration  should  be  quickly  burnt. 

6  cases  of  Enteric  fever  were  reported  during  the  year  ;  2  living  in  close  proximity 
were  notified  within  a  day  or  two  of  each  other,  but  in  all  probability  it  was  a  mere  coincidence. 
Anvhow  no  further  cases  occurred  in  that  quarter.  4  of  the  cases  happened  in  the  autumn.  3 
died — I  at  home,  2  in  hospital.  One  of  the  patients  came  home  from  service  with  the  disease 
on  her.  'I'he  number  of  persons  affected  by  this  disease  is  slightly  more  than  usual,  but  considering 
the  labour  difficulty  the  Sanitary  staff  has  really  done  well  in  preventing  any  further  incursion  of 
the  malady. 
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In  a  household  attacked  with  Measles  the  first  only  is  reported,  and  453  of  such  were 
notified  in  the  first  4  months  of  the  yenr.  Probably  1,500  children  were  attacked  in  all,  and 
only  14  died  (all  under  5), — a  result  which  shows  that  parents  are  taking  much  more  serious 
notice  of  Measles  than  they  formerly  did.  Visits  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Health 
Visitor  have  probably  emphasised  in  the  parents’  minds  the  seriousness  of  the  disease.  At  any 
rate  the  comparative  mortality  has  been  less  severe  than  in  any  former  epidemic.  'The  school 
first  affected  was  promptly  closed,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  epidemic  abounded  in  all  the 
surrounding  townships,  and  the  very  free  inter-communication  with  one’s  neighbours  whicli  is 
now  in  vogue  nullified  our  efforts  to  check  it. 

Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  the  great  total  of  12  deaths.  It  really  should  be 
made  a  penal  offence  to  take  a  child  into  public  assemblies  with  this  very  fatal  disease, 
'file  spectacle  of  a  child  whooping  violently  in  railway  carriages,  tram  cars  and  places  of 
entertainment  is  far  too  common.  In  our  case  during  191S  it  has  been  quite  ten  times  as 
fatal  as  measles. 

31  cases  of  Phthisis  were  reported,  including  some  7  or  8  soldiers — most  from  Wood- 
house,  few  from  Hopetown.  I  have  a  record  of  15  in  Sanatoria  and  other  Institutions  of  a 
similar  nature  during  1918,  and  all  came  back  benefitted.  To  my  mind  a  large  proportion 
of  these  would  be  cured  if  after  their  special  treatment  they  could  adopt  as  their  future 
means  of  livelihood,  work  at  a  farm  colony.  'fhis  going  back  to  the  old  conditions  under 

which  they  probably  contracted  the  disease  in  a  great  many  cases  brings  on  a  lelapse,  or 
keeps  them  all  the  time  below  par.  1  his  is  the  real  foundation  for  tiie  disappointing  general 
results  of  Dispensary  and  Sanatorium  treatment  urged  by  many  doctois  ;  a  contributory  cause 
being  the  lateness  of  some  patients  in  commencing  treatment.  If  an  improved  consumptive 

must  go  back  to  his  old  work  he  should  not  be  expected  at  once  to  peiform  as  mucli  work 
as  his  robust  mates,  but  should  be  allowed  to  go  slowly  and  gradually  bring  himself  up  to 
his  former  standard.  I'his,  under  present  conditions  may  not  be  leasable,  but  at  a  farm 
colony  his  temporary  diminution  in  wage  could  be  supplemented  by  a  grant  until  he  quite 
regained  his  strength.  25  people  suffeied  fiom  other  forms  of  1  uberculosis,  making  in  all  56 
consumptive  invalids — truly  a  great  total.  However,  one  fails  to  notice  any  special  incidence 
amongst  the  large  number  of  young  women  who  went  out  all  times  of  night  and  day  to 

liazardous  and  laborious  occupations — a  lile  much  more  strenuous  than  they  had  been 
accustomed  to.  I'lie  deaths  from  Phthisis  numbered  22,  and  those  from  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  were  ii.  The  death  rate  of  tuberculous  children  seems  to  be  less  than  usual. 
Let  us  hope  this  is  an  indication  of  the  beneficient  effect  of  the  tonic  and  exhilarating 
atmosphere  of  the  Park.  Unfortunately  the  open  air  cult  is  not  much  practised  as  yet,  as 
bedroom  windows  are  rarely  seen  open  except  when  the  temperature  is  about  90  in  the  shade 
when  sleep  is  impossible  in  an  unventilated  room. 

r  'The  birth  rate  is  23  2,  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  and  compares  with  lyy  for 

England  and  Wales.  1  he  death  rate  is  I9’5,  almost  entirely  due  to  the  two  disastrous 
epidemics  of  Influenza.  The  whole  country’s  death  rate  is  ly  b.  According  to  the  lecently 
issued  County  M.O.H.’s  report  our  1917  death  rate  of  i3'3  compared  very  favourably  with 
those  of  the  surrounding  districts,  viz;  — 17,  15,  16,  18,  respectively,  although  Methley  beat  us 

with  its  ii‘4.  Considering  the  mental  anxiety  of  parents,  consequent  on  their  sons  being  on 
military  service,  the  lerrois  of  the  air  raids,  the  inferior  quality  and  diminished  quantity  of 
food,  and  the  Influenza,  one  can  hardly  wonder  at  the  high  death  rate.  On  the  other  hand 
1  think  the  curtailment  of  the  night  hours  at  public  places  of  alcoholic  refreshment  has  been 
useful,  although  the  witliolding  of  stimulants  from  invalids  has  been  a  distinct  hardship. 

Erysipelas  was  notified  on  6  occasions,  but  no  death  resulted.  'This  disease  might, 
without  any  harm  accruing,  be  left  out  of  the  notifiable  list  and  Whooping  Cough 
substituted. 

15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  with  no  deaths.  2  remained  at  home.  'This 

disease  is  not  the  terror  it  used  to  be  with  its  swollen  throat  and  general  dropsies. 

A  remarkable  record  is  evident  in  the  case  of  Diptheria,  which  affected  ii  individuals 
all  of  whom  recovered.  Considering  a  very  few  years  back  the  general  mortality  amongst 
patients  attacked  was  50%,  one  must  confess  that  medicine  in  this  respect  has  achieved  a 
triumph.  'The  local  hospital  is  undoubtedly  to  be  congratulated  on  this  result  as  most  of 
the  cases  of  Scarlet  and  Diptheria  were  treated  there. 
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Venereal  disease  is  unfortunately  very  common  although  very  few  returned  soldiers 
appear  to  be  infected.  Patients  now  request  cards  for  admission  to  the  special  Clinic  at 
Leeds  Infirmary,  which  can  be  obtained  from  any  medical  man.  Quacks,  one  is  thankful  to 
say,  have  had  their  day  and  the  general  public,  thanks  to  the  recent  publicity  given  to  this 
subject,  are  now  cognisant  of  the  gravity  of  this  disease.  Patients  of  both  sexes  must  re¬ 
member  that  marriage  should  not  take  place  for  2  years  after  the  complete  cure  of  Syphilis, 

otherwise  the  partner  will  become  infected,  and  innocent  children  be  born  stunted,  puny, 

miserable  in  appearance,  with  little  chance  of  survival  beyond  a  year  or  two. 

6  small  infants  developed  Opthalmia.  This  dangerous  malady  is  becoming  more 
prevalent.  Fortunately,  no  child  has  lost  its  sight,  but  it  is  hoped  that  midwives  will  be 
especially  careful  just  now  to  thoroughly  irrigate  the  infant’s  eyes  at  the  time  of  the  first  bath. 

There  were  two  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  fever,  both  of  whom  died.  This  dread  com¬ 
plication  of  childbirth  does  not  trouble  us  much,  but  its  occasional  occurrence  shows  us  the  need 
of  skilled  modern  attention  in  every  case.  In  these  cays  of  great  voluntary  efforts  towards  the 

erection  of  cottage  hospitals,  memorial  windows  and  baths,  it  would  not  have  been  a  bad  idea  on 

behalf  of  local  motherhood  to  copy  Wakefield  and  institute  a  local  Maternity  Home  containing 
say  6  beds  where  difficult  confinements  could  be  treated,  or  where  the  home  conditions  were 

unsatisfactory,  and  where  the  nursing  mother  would  at  any  rate  have  a  quiet  10  days  convalescence 
free  from  the  anxieties  of  home  and  household  duties.  In  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme  of  the  Local  Government  Board  our  local  requirements  comprise  (1)  Home  helps — women 
trained  to  perform  domestic  duties  of  all  descriptions  in  an  efficient  manner  whilst  the  recently 

confined  mother  gets  sufficiently  strong  to  reas^unie  her  role  ;  (2)  a  lying  in  Home  as  suggested 

above  for  selected  cases. 

We  shall  soon  be  in  the  happy  position  of  having  a  sufficiency  of  fully  trained  C.M.B. 
mid  wives  practising  in  all  areas  of  our  district,  and  mothers  have  now  come  to  realise  the  vast 
benefits  accruing  from  the  employment  of  these  local  residents  scientifically  trained  in  recognised 
hospital  institutions.  In  all  probability  before  long  the  County  Council  will  be  prepared  to  send 
out  special  nurses  (on  request)  to  give  their  undivided  attention  to  severe  cases  of  Puerperal  fever. 

*  Measles,  I^pidemic  Diarrhoea,  and  especially  C)pthalmia  of  newly  born  children  ; — 

These  cases  require  more  time  and  attention  than  our  excellent  District  Nurses  with  their 
large  round  can  possibly  give,  and  of  course  in  case  of  infection  ought  not  to  give.  Cases 

of  parental  neglect  of  children  have  not  been  reported  this  year,  some  previous  convictions 
having  had  a  salutary  effect.  'There  is  a  class  of  mother  the  State  might  specially  look  after 
viz. — necessitous  widows,  wives  of  invalid  husbands  and  deserted  mothers  with  children.  27 
out  of  48  States  of  .America  provide  for  these  mothers  without  a  breadwinner  in  order  that 
they  should  have  an  income  sufficient  for  them  to  remain  at  heme  and  look  after  the 

children.  The  cost  at  10/-  per  week  per  child  under  14  would  be  £6,000,000  per  year,  and 
this  in  the  long  run  would  be  a  good  investment.  These  pensions,  which  should  be  furnished 
as  a  right  and  not  as  (Laritable  dole,  should  be  easy  to  administer  now  with  the  present 
machinery  available.  Our  Health  Visitor  is  now  engaged  in  getting  together  at  St.  John’s 
and  the  Park  all  the  available  mothers  with  their  babies  with  a  view  to  building  up  and 
expanding  2  separate  Welfare  Centres.  50  infants  under  one  year  died — a  larger  death  rate 
than  usual,  meaning  132  per  thousand  births.  Of  these  50  no  less  than  17  died  within  the 
first  few  weeks  of  congenital  debility  TNidenlly  in  order  to  reduce  this  mortality  the  efforts 
of  our  Health  Visitor  will  liave  to  a  great  degree  to  be  directed  to  the  health  and  well-being 
of  the  expectant  mother.  15  children  under  2  years  died  of  diarrhoea.  'The  lack  of  efficient 
milk  substitute  was  a  hindrance  to  the  normal  digestive  functions  of  the  hand-fed  infants. 
Rickets  is  not  so  common  as  it  was.  it  is  mainly  due  to  improper  housing,  absence  of  facilities 
for  open  air  life,  and  imperfect  parental  care.  It  is  not  often  you  find  Rickets  in  a  good,  clean, 

well  aired  house. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  organised  dental  treatment  is  about  to  be 

instituted  in  our  local  schools.  The  benefit  to  the  children  will  be  incalculable.  One  child  died 
with  symptoms  and  signs  of  Cere’oro-Spinal  Fever.  Special  precautions  were  taken  and  no 
secondary  cases  resulted. 

Cancer  killed  14  people,  somewhere  about  the  average.  A  feature  now  noticeable  about 
these  cases  is  the  much  younger  age  they  are  encountered  than  formerly.  It  is  now  really  a 
disease  of  middle  life — many  indeed  in  early  middle  life  are  attacked.  'The  lesson  we  learn  is 
that  every  recent  hard  lump  or  sluggish  ulcer  should  be  immediately  seen  by  a  doctor. 
Immediate  removal  is  the  only  chance. 
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We  can  ascribe  our  large  death  rate  to  Influenza  and  Pnuemonia,  wliicli  contributed  one- 
tliird  of  the  general  death  rate — 86  out  of  2S3.  Congenital  debility  17,  and  Diarrhcea  13,  causes 
which  must  be  antagonised  are  however  below  the  average  this  year. 

At  Dewsbury  they  have  what  is  called  a  Home  Making  School  where  girls  are  given  a 
practical  training  in  household  duties.  The  main  objects  of  the  course  of  training  are  to  equip 
the  gills  as  far  as  possible  for  the  life  they  will  lead  in  their  own  home;  to  teach  them  economy 
and  thrift,  and  the  right  method  in  practical  household  management;  to  encourage  them  to 
think,  plan  and  execute  on  their  own  initiative  ;  to  increase  their  interest  in  domestic  affairs  and 
to  widen  their  mental  horizon.  A  home  has  been  furnished  and  equipped  as  an  ordinary  dwelling 
and  here  housewifery  is  taught  and  practised  daily  The  course  of  training  comprises  instruction 
in  cookery,  laundiw  work,  household  management,  marketing,  sewing  and  needlework,  upholstery, 
hygiene  and  sick  nursing,  and  the  care  of  infants.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  a  tremeiuhnis  effect 
such  a  training  would  have  on  the  girl’s  future  when  she  is  called  on  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
wife  or  mother,  especially  as  in  these  days  domestic  service  does  not  specially  appeal  to  young 
women.  Ihis  training  should  be  given  to  every  girl  in  the  last  year  of  her  school  life  and 
in  my  opinion  would  in  time  have  the  effect  of  considerably  improving  the  infantile  mortalitv 
statistics  by  the  most  sensible  and  direct  method,  viz.,  educating  the  girl  heiself  on  these  points 
at  an  age  when  she  is  willing  to  learn  and  wlien  her  mind  is  susceptible. 

No  fresh  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  consequently  the  Housing  problem  has 
become  more  acute  and  overcrowding,  i.e.  more  than  two  to  each  room,  is  distinctly  prevalent. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  repairs  have  got  sadly  into  aireais.  During  the 
interval  from  now  to  the  beginning  of  new  building  it  behoves  the  Army  authorities  to  release  as 
many  slaters,  plasterers,  joineis,  plumbers,  etc.  as  possible  in  order  to  get  the  older  property  thor¬ 
oughly  repaired  and  reasonably  fit.  In  this  particular  line  there  seems  to  be  an  opening  for 
invalid  ex-soldiers,  who  need  a  more  or  less  open  air  life  to  bring  them  up  to  the  normal.  I'he 
Ihban  District  Council  has  a  scheme  in  pieparation  which,  with  state  assistance,  will  probablv 
supply  the  needs  of  our  anxiously  awaiting  young  couples. 


L.  A.  JOHNSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Council. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NORMANTON 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


May,  1919. 


1  beg  to  present  to  you  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  my  department  during  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1918. 


Tlie  following  is  a  summary  of  tlie  work  done  : — 

83  Waste  water  closets 

67  Water  closets  and 

73  House  gullies  were  unstopped. 

67  Water  closets  and 

12  House  drains  were  repaired. 

68  New  ashbins  and 

I  New  glazed  stoneware  sink  were  provided. 

21  New  trapped  sink  waste  pipes  were  fixed, 

II  Cases  of  sewage  in  cellars  and 

20  Cases  of  defective  spouting  were  remedied. 

5  Foul  accumulations. 

II  Filthy  houses. 

II  Cases  of  overcrowding  and 

4  Cases  of  animals  improperly  kept  were  dealt  with. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. — 18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  ii  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and 
6  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  60  Rooms  and  their  contents  were  disinfected. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Unsound  Food. — There  are  ten  private  slaughter  houses  in  our 
District.  51 1  lbs.  of  frozen  beef,  221  lbs.  home  fed  beef,  341  lbs,  ham  and  bacon,  and 
ig|  lbs.  of  butter  were  surrendered  as  unsound  ;  one  carcase  of  a  diseased  pig,  weigh¬ 
ing  136  lbs.  was  seized  and  destroyed. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  : — We  have  8  cowsheds,  10  purveyors  of  milk,  and  one  milk 
shop  on  our  register  ;  the  premises  in  our  district  have  been  periodically  visited  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops  : — We  have  28  workshops  mostly  small  places,  two  wholesale  and  three 
retail  bakehouses  ;  there  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Four  new  water 
closets  and  a  three  stall  urinal  have  been  built  to  plan  at  one  factory  in  place  of  four 
dilapidated  privies  and  a  large  open  midden, 

CoNtMON  Lodging  Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — 'There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  and 
one  offensive  trade  (tripe  boiler)  in  our  district — both  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition  during  the  year. 
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ScAViNGiNG. — 9,469  loads  of  niglitsoil  and  house  refuse,  and  156  loads  of  tradesmen’s  refuse  were 
removed;  547  loads  were  given  to  farmers,  the  remainder  being  disposed  of  at  our  two 
'I'ips. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations  : — 75  houses  were  inspected  and  reported  on,  5 
were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  Closing  Orders  issued  ;  in  62 
cases  repairs  were  carried  out.  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  being  leaky 
roofs,  defective  windows  and  spouting,  damp  walls,  and  absence  of  yard  paving. 

Miscellaneous, — 39  Legal  Notices,  and  35  preliminary  Notices  were  served;  122  letters  sent  out; 
108  complaints  received  and  investigated  ;  and  53  visits  made  to  infected  houses. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JOSEPH  EATON. 
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douncil. 


Waterworks  Manager  and  Lighting  Superintendent’s 

Annual  Report. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NORMANTON 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


May,  1919. 


'I'he  total  quantity  of  water  received  from  Wakefield  Corporation  from  January  ist 
to  December  31st,  1918,  was  80,835,000  gallons.  Of  this  quantity  70,066,000  gallons  was 
received  direct  into  the  Reservoir  at  Warmfield,  the  remaining  10,769,000  gallons  was  passed 
direct  into  the  mains  from  the  meter  in  the  Market  Place. 


'I'he  amount  received  for  the  corresponding  period,  1917,  was  68,377,000  gallons.  'I'he 
increased  consumption  was  due  to  the  heavy  consumption  by  the  Railway  Coy.  at  their 
locomotive  sheds;  heavy  leakages,  due  to  fractured  mains  and  service  pipes  in  November  and 
December. 


'I'he  daily  average  consumption  for  the  year  for  all  purposes — exclusive  of  the  Railway 
Company’s  supply — was  180,279  gallons.  1  his  amount,  assuming  the  population  to  be  16,000, 
is  equal  to  a  consumption  of  gallons  per  head  per  day  throughout  the  year.  'I'he  amount 

used  during  the  year  1910  was  9^9  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

'The  consumption  through  the  whole  of  the  76  retail  meters — exclusive  of  tlie  Rail¬ 
way  Compuny — during  the  year  was  15,245,000  gallons;  in  1917  11,301,000  gallons,  and 

6,983,000  in  1916. 

'Fhe  quantity  of  water  taken  by  the  Railway  Company  from  January  ist  to  December 
31st,  1918,  was  15,114,000  gallons,  3,000,000  gallons  of  which  was  taken  during  the  month 
of  December.  'Fhe  amount  taken  for  the  previous  year,  1917,  was  4,822,000  gallons  ;  in  1916 
1,417,000  gallons,  and  in  1915  275,000  gallons,  the  latter  amount  up  to  that  time  being  the 
maximum  amount  taken. 


During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  mains,  valves  and  hydrants,  as  well  as  stop  taps 
and  service  pipes  were  tested,  and  the  following  defects  found  : — 2  4  inch,  i  3  inch  and  5 
2  inch  water  mains,  and  31  service  pipes,  all  of  which  were  leaking,  and  the  water  getting 
away  underground  without  any  indication  of  anything  being  wrong.  'I'hese  were  at  once  re¬ 
paired  and  the  waste  of  water  stopped. 


The  reservoir  at  Warmfield  was  tested  on  three  occasions  during  the  year  with  a  depth  of 
4  feet  6  inch  of  water,  the  last  occasion  being  in  December,  when  no  perceptible  leakage  existed. 
'Fhe  reservoir  and  meter  house  were  visited  by  me  159  times  during  the  year. 


Miscellaneous. — 

'I'aps  re-washered 
Ball  taps  rewashered 
Hydrants  re-washered 
Sluice  'Valves  repacked 
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Water  Meters  disconnected  for  cleaning  of  filters,  repairing  and  testing 
Water  Mains  repaired 

Damaged  Hydrant  and  Stop-tap  covers  renewed 
Water  Services  repaired,  Council’s  property 

Letters  sent  in  connection  with  defective  pipes,  taps  and  fittings  ... 

\’isits  paid  in  connection  witli  ditto. 

Dead  ends  of  Water  mains  flushed 
Gas  fire,  pipe  and  light  fixed.  Health  Visitor’s  Oiifice 
New  w.c.  fixed  in  Council  Orfices 

New  w.c.  and  water  and  sink  waste  pipes  fixed  in  Bowls  Pavilion 
at  Hawe  Hill  Parle 
T.englh  of  New  4  inch  Main  laid  in  place  of  2  inch  in  Grove,  57  yards. 

Public  Lighting. —  ri;e  number  of  lamps  lighted  on  Januaiy  ist,  1918,  was  ^6. 
'1  hese  continued  to  be  lighted  until  April  2nd,  the  end  of  the  season.  'The  consumption  of 
gas  for  that  period  was  60,440  cubic  feet,  whicli  at  3/6  per  thousand  amounted  to  £\oj\\jb. 
('tn  September  24th  the  36  lamps  wire  again  lighted  until  November  igth,  when  the  number 
Avas  increased  to  62.  'The  consumption  of  gas  from  September  24th  to  December  31st  was 
99,490  cubic  feet,  which  at  3/10  per  1000  amounted  to  ^19/1/5. 

'The  total  cost  of  gas  for  Public  Lighting,  January  ist,  to  December  31st  was 
£■29/12/11. 

The  amount  of  gas  consumed  dining  1914,  before  the  lighting  restrictions  was 
3,740,000  cubic  feet,  the  cost  of  which  at  2/8  per  1000  was  //49S/13/4. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
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W.  BAXTER. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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